
 

PRESIDENT 

Bruce Golden 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Meade Bauer 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Ladd Pattillo 

VICE PRESIDENTS 

Kent Johnson 

Kent Koen 

Kelly Latz 

David Menchaca 

Adrian Moore 

Bill Parrott 

Julianne Shively 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Jeff Heard 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

          Michelle Cusimano 

     EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Teresa Basa   

    MEETINGS & EVENTS 

06/15 Denise Trauthï President  

          Texas State University 

06/22 Rosemary Lehmberg 

06/29 Changing of the Guard 

 

 

             

 

06/16 Board of Directors ïJoined 

06/24 North Breakfast 

06/29 Changing of the Guard Party 

          At Oasis Restaurant.  

 

     FUTURE PROGRAMS 

NEXT MEETING  

June 22, 2010  

C L U B  N O .  6 3 .  D I S T R I C T  5 8 7 0 .  A U S T I N ,  T X .  V O L  4 7  N O . 4 6  
                                         T U E S D A Y ,  J U N E  1 5 ,  2 0 1 0  

 R O T A R Y  R E M I N D E R 
    

  R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  A U S T IN  

THIS WEEKôS PROGRAM 

 CLUB LEADERSHIP  

 2009-2010 

Dr. Denise Trauth 

President 

Texas State University, San Marcos 

 

President Denise M. Trauth named one of Texasô Most Influential Women. 

 
Since becoming president of Texas State University-San Marcos in 2002, Dr. Denise M. Trauth has guided 

the university through a sea of changes ð the creation of Texas Stateôs Round Rock Higher Education Cen-

ter, construction of a new building for the business college, a new engineering school and plans for a new 

nursing school, the launch of a new campus tradition called Common Experience, multi-million dollar con-

struction projects, hefty increases in faculty and student numbers, and even a new name for the university. 

Just the ninth president in Texas Stateôs 105-year history, Trauth has become a leader in higher education in 

Texas. In 2008, Texas Diversity magazine placed her on their list of the Most Powerful and Influential 

Women in Texas.  

 

ñWhile I normally donôt take these kinds of lists too seriously,ò Trauth says, ñI do share the strong commit-

ment of the Texas Diversity Council to create more inclusive workplaces. So I am honored to be included on 

this list and will continue to try to use whatever influence I have in the best interest of Texas State Univer-

sity.ò 

 

The Road to Texas 

Trauth came to Texas State from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, where she was provost. She is 

a journalist by training, which she began by writing for her high school newspaper in Cincinnati, Ohio, where 

she grew up as one of seven sisters. After graduating from high school she attended the College of Mount St. 

Joseph in Cincinnati, where she majored in English because they didnôt have a journalism program. She com-

pleted a journalism minor and wrote for the school newspaper.  

 

After graduating, Trauth taught high school English and journalism in Michigan for two years. She enrolled 

in Ohio State, where she earned her masterôs degree in journalism, and then entered the doctoral program in 

mass communication at the University of Iowa. At Iowa she met another doctoral student, John Huffman. 

Trauth and Huffman married in 1973, and they have authored numerous publications together since, particu-

larly in the areas of mass communication and telecommunications law and policy and First Amendment is-

sues. They have two adult daughters. 

 
Trauthôs route to Texas State took her to both the University of Tulsa and Bowling Green State, where she 

worked before she joined the University of North Carolina at Charlotte in 1993. She served initially as dean 

of the graduate school and in 1997 she was named provost. In 2002, she arrived on the Texas State campus. 

ñThe river was certainly one of the things that impressed me when I set foot on this campus the first time,ò 

she later said. ñIt was hot, and I remember how refreshing the water looked. All kinds of people were using 

the river and its banks. It was obviously a major part of the university and the community. 

 

ñBut the river was definitely not the only thing that impressed me. I saw a university that was in an enviable 

position academically and historically. I saw a university that fostered an environment where scholarship 

could flourish. I saw a university in which graduate education reinforced undergraduate education, a univer-

sity where faculty and staff genuinely like the students.ò  
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LAST WEEKôS PROGRAM 

Program June 8, 2010 

Wallace B. Jefferson 
Chief Justice for the State of Texas 

Report: Don Grillo 

 

President Bruce opened the meeting.  Our song was ñLong Tall Texanò, written by Jerry Woodward. Glen 

West led us in the pledge and four way test and Gigi Bryant gave us the invocation. Claudia Smith was our 

greeter and Jaime Phillips took care of the hosting duties. Bruce Golden announced that the ñChanging of 

the Guardò get together would be on June 29th, at 7:00 p.m., at the Oasis. The charge is $30. Service 

awards were presented to Dr. John Fox, Gaines Bagby, and Tom Kenney, by David Menchaca. 

 

Lee Yeakel had the pleasure of introducing our guest speaker, Wallace B. Jefferson, Chief Justice for the 

State of Texas. Justice Jefferson was appointed chief justice on September 14, 2004, by Governor Rick 

Perry. Justice Jefferson first joined the court in March, 2001, after being in private practice in San Antonio. 

He has a law degree from the University of Texas at Austin. 

 

Jefferson told the story of his watching the TV special ñRootsò and how this program inspired him. This 

prompted him to examine his own lineage as a descendant of slaves in the United States and how one of 

his ancestors, who was a slave prior to the Civil War, became an elected official in his state immediately 

following the war. He went on to relate stories about how found out as much or more about his lineage 

from the slave owners as he did form the slaves themselves. This helped to form the basis of his drive to 

succeed. 

The meeting closed with the introduction of guests and visitors and the Thank Goodness basket. 

 

 

G O L D E N  T O U G H T S  

 ñIn my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame, two is a law firm and 

three or more is a congress.òJohn Adams 

Donald Duck made his debut in 1934 

Ben Franklin demonstrated the electric nature of lightning w/ the key on a kite in 1752 

James Wheeler Davidson was born in 1872. He was considered the ñMarco Poloò of Rotary for starting 

new clubs in the Pacific Rim. 

ñA professional is one who does his best work when he feels the least like workingò Frank Lloyd Wrigh 

Paragon = excellence 
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S E R V I C E  A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S  

W. Gaines Bagby is a short timer in Rotary, having been a member less than a decade.  It seems like everything he 

did before joining prepared him for service in Rotary.  Gaines was first involved with the Rotary Club of Austin as a 

member of  the Social Committee and decided to organize the first Rotary Club of Austin Wine Tastings to bring 

Rotarians together away from regular meetings on a less formal basis to get to know each other better. He later served 

as Club Service Vice President, and was the Clubôs first PR Vice President and Membership Chairman on the Board 

of the Rotary Club of Austin.   Gaines is a regular and innovative Song Leader at the Rotary Club of Austin.  In 2006, 

he was selected to lead a 5-week Rotary Group Study Exchange (GSE) to Australia and is the District 5870 Outbound 

GSE Chair.  He loves teaching the Business Plan at Camp Enterprise.  Gaines serves on the Rotary Club of Austin 

Foundation Board of Trustees, including a term as its Treasurer.  He was interviewed as a representative of the Rotary 

Club of Austin and can be seen in Rotarian Magazine http://rotary-austin.org/documents/showcase/Rotarian%

20Austin%20Article%20Nov%202007.pdf 

While Gaines is a Rotaryholic aside from his business and family commitments, he has always poured himself into eve-

rything he does in life.  He learned the importance of being truthful early in life in Scouting.  He has always believed in 

and practiced fair play and always negotiates on a win-win basis, looking for the best outcome for everyone involved.   

Gaines is a fifth generation Texan.  He has been an active contributor in the Austin Community for over a quarter century.  On graduation from 

Trinity University in San Antonio, he returned to Austin, becoming President of the Highroller Toastmasters and ñMost Personally Dynamic Texas 

Jayceeò.    

Gaines embarked on a commercial real estate career in the early 1980ôs, establishing a Corporate Services approach to advising his clients in han-

dling their facilities as their businesses have grown over the years.  In his career at the worldôs largest and oldest full service commercial real estate 

services firm, CB Richard Ellis, he is a Top Producing Professional and has been an Advisory Board Member.   

Along the way, he has been PR Director and Speakers Chairman in Young Menôs Business League, a singer and sales leader in Paramount Produc-

ers, La Dolce Vita Chairman at Laguna Gloria Art Museum, Advantage Austin team member with the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, 

Leadership Austin Graduate and Leadership Austin-Kids Founding Member; Commercial Leasing Brokers Association Board Member, Webmaster 

and Photographer; Elder, Trustee and Youth Committee Chair and Discipleship Committee Chair and Disciple Group Leader at Covenant Presbyte-

rian Church; Past Scoutmaster, Troop 454, Lifetime National Eagle Scout Association and Order of the Arrow, Boy Scouts of America.  Gaines 

was an active member of the Austin Energy Task Force that created Green Choice and the Solar PV rebate program in the 1990ôs.  He was the first 

LEED AP involved in representation of users of commercial space in Central Texas and serves on the Advisory Board and the Technology and 

Research Committee of the US Green Building Council and on the Clean Energy Council of the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce.  Gaines 

also serves on the Community Advisory Board of Caritas. 

Gaines enjoys skiing (both water and snow), sailing, scuba diving, cycling, backpacking and is an avid swimmer.  He and his wife, Leslie, have 

GAINES BAGBY 

4-WAY TEST  

Born: Sept. 6, 1944 in Pittsburgh, PA. 

Grew up in Duquesne (Dew cane) PA, a United States Steel town. 

Graduated valedictorian: Duquesne High School in 1962. 

Worked summers in the local steel mill. 

College: John Carroll University, Cleveland, Ohio (another steel city)  

graduated: BS in chemistry (pre-med) magna cum laude in 1966. 

Medical School: Case Western Reserve University: MD degree 1970. 

Internship in Internal Medicine and Pediatrics: Cleveland Metropolitan General Hospital 1970-1971. 

Residency in Dermatology: Dartmouth Hitchcock Clinic in Hanover, New Hampshire: 1971-1974 

Major, US Air Force Medical Corps ï staff dermatologist - Andrews Air Force Base, Washington, D.C. 1974-1976. 

Private practice in dermatology in Austin: 1976 until present. 

Named Best Dermatologist by Austin Magazine. Founding president of the Austin Dermatological Society. Joined 

Rotary in 1977, sponsored by the late Dr. Hal McCuisiton. 

 

Rotary Service: 

Paul Harris Fellow 

Presidents Council times 3 

Past Chairman, Childrenôs Home Committee 

Board of Directors one term 

Scholarship Committee: member since 1977: chairman ï 2 terms 

Family: 

Married to Susan Fox; together they have 5 adult sons and 7 grandchildren 

Other service: 

Long time member of St. Theresaôs Church: coordinator of lectors, member of the Parish Council, and current Chairman of the fundraising commit-

tee to raise money for a new education building. 

A member of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, a group that supports Christian schools, hospitals, and shrines in the Holy Land.  

Miscellaneous: 

Longterm season ticket holder for UT Football and Basketball 

 

JOHN FOX 

SERVICE ABOVE SELF 

http://rotary-austin.org/documents/showcase/Rotarian%20Austin%20Article%20Nov%202007.pdf
http://rotary-austin.org/documents/showcase/Rotarian%20Austin%20Article%20Nov%202007.pdf
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S E R V I C E  A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S ( C O N T I N U E D )  

THOMAS KENNEY  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS REACHING 100% ATTENDANCE FROM MAY 1, 2009, TO  

APRIL 30, 2010.  IF OUR RECORDS INDICATE AN ERROR OR INADVERTED OMISSION,  PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE IMMEDI-

ATELY  AT 462-1333 OR EMAIL AT: OFFICE@ROTARY-AUSTIN.ORG 

P E R F E C T  A T T E N D A N C E  A W A R D  

Tom Kenney is a Joint Venture Partner with Outback Steakhouse in Central and West Texas. 

His office supports 15 restaurants from as far north as Waco and as far South as McAllen. His 

restaurants include big cities like Austin and San Antonio and small markets like Abilene and 

San Angelo. Mr. Kenney is past president of the Texas Restaurant Association and currently 

serves on its executive committee. Before moving to Austin, he lived in College Station.  

                                       There he served on the board of directors and the executive committee of the Bryan/College 

                                       Station Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Kenney was president of the Brazos County Food Bank.  

                                       He was also a member of the College Station Rotary Club where he was a Paul Harris Fellow.  

                                       Mr. Kenney, a graduate of the University of Maryland, is married with three children. He has  

                                 
SERVICE TO  AUSTIN  

 

1 year 

Don Cook 

Chris Lacey 

2 year 

Benkoski, Julia 

Phillips, Jaime 

Stone, D.L. 

Von Dohlen, Pat 

3 years 

Budd, Jim 

Doty, Charles 

Klopp, Sue 

Nolin, Wendy 

4 Years 

Braun, John 

5 Years 

Dunning, Susan 

Springer, Roy 

6 Years 

Bratton, Pam 

Coleman, Todd 

Ingersoll, Harold 

Laurel, Kathy 

Lucas, Mike 

Motloch, Anita 

  

7 Years 

Cusimano, Michelle 

George, Don Ray 

Pantin, Sara 

8 Years 

Bagby, Gaines 

Meeker, Pete 

Rasmussen, Ande 

Simmons, Debbie 

Williamson, Roger 

9Years 

Von Dohlen, Tim  

10 Years 

Fox Jr., John 

Miller, Max 

12 Years 

Golden, Bruce 

13 Years 

Workman, Sherry 

14 Years 

Reynolds, Mary 

15 Years 

Ravel, Rick 

16 Years 

Lamb Jr., Jim 

  

17 Years 

Bomer, Jeff 

18 Years 

Trimble, Buck 

Rassmussen, Robert 

20 Years 

Alexander, Vaughn 

Curlee, Barry 

Yeakel, Lee 

21 Years 

Bauer, Meade 

Reynolds, Ronney 

23 Years 

Nash, Jack 

24 Years 

Mayo, Jack 

25 Years 

Portman, Michael 

26 Years 

Pattillo, Ladd 

29 Years 

Conover, Bruce 

30 Years 

Gray, Jeff 

  

 

32 Years 

Braziel, John 

Lowe, Dale 

34 Years 

Cochran, Jim 

41 Years 

Owen, Jack 

44 Years 

Thompson, Emory C. 
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P H O T O S  P R O G R A M  O F  J U N E  8  

AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR  SARA RARICK SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD: DR. JOHN FOX 

4-WAY TEST AWARD: GAINES BAGBY SERVICE TO AUSTIN AWARD: TOM KENNEY 

PAST PRESIDENT LEE YEAKEL INTRODUCING SPEAKER TEXAS CHIEF JUSTICE WALLACE B. JEFFERSON 


