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LAST WEEKôS PROGRAM 

August 3, 2010 

Congressman Lamar Smith 

Reporter: Reggie Nisbett 
 

I looked out over the room at 11:50 a.m. and it was looking pretty thin. But as President Meade brought 

the meeting to order at noon there was hardly a seat to be had. The meeting was started with a song lead 

by Gaines Bagby.  It was an easy one, ñYouôre a Grand old Flagò and well performed by all. The pledge 

and Four Way Test was offered by Andrew Miller. As well we made the Texas Pledge. The invocation 

was presented by Julia Benoski. The greeter this morning was Sue Klopp and we had 8 visitors introduced 

by Kathy Laurel. 

 

Announcements occurred next as President Meade turned the podium over to Wendy Nolin. Wendy is ex-

cited about Camp Enterprise and expects a very successful event. The biggest event we do each year.  She 

is requesting volunteers for the event which is in February. Brush off your best presentation for capitalism 

and come aboard.  Further announcements continued with Michael Douglas presenting blue badges to the 

following: Jaime Phillips, Corey Wilson, Rick Levy, and Claudia Smith. 

 

The Thank Goodness basket continues to be popular. $2933 raised in July alone. Roger Williamson of-

fered the basket  to Rick Ravel who mentioned his trip to the Milan Shoe Show, Richard Payton celebrated 

his in-laws 50th anniversary, Sheri Workman bragged about Pam Bratton being on Fox News.  We re-

turned to some extended fellow ship at 12:18 as we were ahead of schedule. 

The room was brought back to order after ten minutes of fun fellowship by President Meade. He intro-

duced our speaker, the well known Congressman Lamar Smith. 

 

Congressman Smith was very impressive and gave an informative presentation for these times.  A few 

comments he made: His district is larger than the whole state of Mass.  He was impressed with price of our 

thank goodness basket compared to other Rotary Clubs. He was also very complimentary of the good 

work that our club and Rotary does. 

 

The congressman gave us a very good Washington update. You would have to have been there to appreci-

ate it all. Not all of it was good as you might expect.  He mentioned this is the first time since 1945 that we 

spend $2 for every $1 the government takes in.  First time in 35 years a budget will not be required for the 

federal government.  Of the most important issues on the minds of voters?  He conducted a poll by show 

of hands in the room on the following five issues: 

Government reform, Health reform, Job Creation, National Security, or Spending. 

The Spending issue was a clear winner with Job Creation as a strong second. The other issues numbers 

were small. We had some great Q&A he predicts nothing new in decisions before November.  I hope you 

got be there with us. 
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A U G U S T  3  P R O G R A M  P H O T O S  

 

R O T A R Y  F Y I  

1.  Did you know we are on FaceBook?.   

       Yes, the Rotary Club of Austin has a FaceBook group page and we would love you to 

       be come a fan or a friend.  Please  login to your facebook account (If you donôt have  

        one, this would be a great time to start!) and find us by: Rotary Austin.  Some     

        members have already received an invitation to the page, please let us know if you  

        are on FaceBook to send one to you as well.   

 

2. You can also follow us on Twitter!. Yes, Twitter has also become our social media    

       friend.  Follow us under: Rotary Austin. 
 

3. Photo viewing: You are invited to view all pictures from past programs and social 

events on our Kodak Gallery.  Go to:  www.kodakgallery.com, user ID is: of-

fice@rotary-austin.org and password is: rca1928 
 

INVOCATION BY JULIA BENKOSKI BLUE BADGE EXCHANGE 

CONGRESSMAN SMITH SIGNS BOOK FOR  

FULMORE MIDDLE SCHOOL  

SPEAKER, CONGRESSMAN LAMAR SMITH 



            

R O TA R Y  C L U B  O F  A U S T I N :  3 0 4  E .  7 t h  S t r e e t .   A u s t i n ,  T X  7 8 7 0 1      
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S U P P O R T E R S  O F  T H E  R O T A R Y  R E M I N D E R  


