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JERRY DAVIS 

President and CEO 
Goodwill Industries 

Jerry Davis has been President and CEO of Goodwill Industries of Central Texas 

(GICT)* since 1998.  GICT serves fifteen Central Texas counties surrounding the state 

capital of Austin, numbering 1.7M people.  The organization provided 43,363 services 

to 13,090 people with barriers to employment in 2009.  GICT employs over 1,000 peo-

ple and generated revenues of $48M last year, making it the 15th largest of 183 Good-

will organizations worldwide.  GICT is known for its standout staffing services, youth 

programs and electronic recycling/reuse programs, as well as its distinctly branded retail 

operation.  It has been lauded locally for several architecture and environmental awards.  

GICT is the recipient of the Ethics in Business Award, the Best Places to Work award, 

and the Annie E. Casey Family Strengthening Award. 

Davis began his career with Goodwill in 1993 as the President in Sandusky, Ohio.  Prior 

to joining Goodwill, Jerryôs career began as an occupational therapist St. Charles Hospi-

tal, in Toledo, Ohio.  Over the next twelve years, he served as Vice President, Assistant 

Professor, Accreditation Surveyor and Consultant in several medical centers.  He served 

as the Chair of Goodwill Industries International's Board of Directors (2005-2006).  He 

has chaired the Goodwill Conference of Executives, the Texas Association and the 

Southwest Associations of Goodwill, as well as the Texas Association of Community 

Rehabilitation Providers.   

Davis holds a Bachelors Degree in Occupational Therapy (Ohio State University) and a 

Masters Degree in Rehabilitation Services Administration (DePaul University). He is a 

Rotarian and is active in community affairs, local boards and his church.  Jerry, his wife 

Theresa and his two children enjoy soccer, travel, reading and gardening. 

*GICT shows combined financial statements with its wholly owned subsidiary, Good-

will Staffing Services, and one independent non profit corporation, Blue Solutions. 
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LAST WEEKôS PROGRAM 

AUGUST 24 PROGRAM 

MIKE ROLLINS ï PRES GREATER AUSTIN CHAMBER 

REPORTER: REGGIE NISBETT 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Meade Bauer at noon, and there was a large crowd in the room. As always the 

meeting was started out with a song from Bruce Conover. It was a well-chosen one as the new school years is underway today. 

So we sang ñSchool Daysò. Richard Payton led us in the Pledge and Four Way Test and the invocation was given by Paul 

Baffes. We had nine guests and visitors today and they were introduced by Matt Weinheimer.  

The announcements for today:  President Meade reminded us that Literacy Committee needs a few volunteers. Tom Howard, 

Mr. Polio Plus, reminded us about Rotaryôs mission. Please make an extra effort to review the September issue of the Rotarian. 

The cover says it all. Polio Survivors, Some can walk away and some canôt. Today we got to meet one as new member to our 

club. Wendy Nolin made a plug for Social Networking, reminding the club that Rotary has a Facebook page. Get on Facebook 

to follow Camp Enterprise.  Mark Caesar gave us the hourôs top stories and he has a fast delivery.  

There were two new members introduced today. Take a moment to read about them in the newsletter. They are Jill Holup intro-

duced by Tobu Hooper and Mikail Davenport introduced by Jack Wolfe.  

The Thank Goodness basket came out today for Polio Plus and some serious money was collected by many members.  There 

were nine participants today. They were Pam Bratton, Bill Baker, Michael Portman, Rick Ravel, Laraine Lasdon, Mark Johnson, 

Toby Hooper, Tom Kenney, and Mike Lucas.  Thanks to all for some really good news.  

There was no time today for middle of the meeting fellowship today as we wanted to get all the good information we could from 

our speaker today. Barry Curlee made the introduction of Mike Rollins; President of the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce 

who gave us a state of the chamber report. Mike is a veteran of several chambers around the country in the past. He served 

chambers in Nashville, Ashville SC, Columbia, and Fredericksburg VA and now Austin were he has now been for eight years. 

Austin has the largest chamber in Texas by membership numbers. The staff is 45 people, 13 of which work on economic devel-

opment, and the chamber has a 3 million dollar annual budget.  Mike recognized some of our members who have had significant 

involvement with the chamber for the good of our community over years past. He pointed out Glenn West who formerly led the 

chamber, Ron Mullen who was the mayor when I moved to Austin, and Laraine Lasdon.  Mike gave us a detailed report of the 

activities and the accomplishments of the chamber since the Opportunity Austin program started some five years ago. He re-

ported that 152 businesses have been recruited to this area in the first five years representing 72,000 new jobs.  He also de-

scribed the goals for the next five years of the program and how it all gets done. There will be 600 company visits expected to 

Austin by prospects over the coming year. Some well-known successes recently are Facebook (thereôs that name again), and 

Legalzoom have chosen Austin.  Mike really demonstrated the value of Chamber membership. And since I just got my dues 

invoice from the Chamber, I feel good about paying it.  We had some very good Q&A. He predicts the Formula One race track 

will become a reality. Another fine program at Rotary today, I hope you got to be there with us.  

S O C I A L  C I R C L E  U P D A T E  

September 21st ï Rotary Business Networking (5-7) ï BJôs Brewhouse (sponsor-Vicky Lindsey) 

September 25-Mamma Jamma Ride @ Reunion Ranch in Georgetown (Sponsor-Lisa Madry) 

October 15th ï Rotary Champagne Tasting (Jack & Cathy Cartwrightôs home) 

December 7th ï Rotary Holiday Party ï UT Club (sponsor ï Gigi Bryant) 

G U E S T S  A N D  V I S I T I N G  R O T A R I A N S  

The following guests and visiting Rotarians honored us with their presence on August 24: Doug Waryas(Don Ray 

George), Ron Finn, Jeff Hagelman(Richard Payton), Jeff Chance(Barry Curlee), Doug Howard (Barry Curlee), Trey 

Axe (Barry Curlee), Dale Peterson (John Staha), Brian Aylieff (Trace Hight), Bill Davies (Sherry Workman), Amber 

Gunst (Jim Bushnell).   
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A U G U S T  2 5  P R O G R A M  P H O T O S  

M E M B E R S H I P  D E V E L O P M E N T  
 

What a great place to have a great lunch, meet new an interesting people, be educated on whatôs going on in Aus-

tin and the world, and see me (on 3 out of 4 isnôt bad). Please join me at Rotary on Tuesday to hear  

08/31 Jerry Davis, Exec. Director  Goodwill Industries  

09/07 Ward Tisdale, Director of  Community Affairs at AMD  

09/17 Michael Vivio, Publisher,  Austin American Statesman 
 

2 weeks ago, Deloss Dobbs of UT 

1 week ago Mike Rollins of Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce 

1 week ago one of the stars of a film nominated for an Oscar and up for 5 Emmys joined our club. 

You need to be here 

L I T E R A C Y  N E E D S  Y O U R  H E L P  

Volunteers needed: Literacy Committee for Reading is Fundamental @ Barrington Elementary off Lamar and 

Braker handing out books to children for one to two hours blocks between 8am and 2:30pm in October, January and 

May.   

Volunteers needed: Literacy committee for listeners for First Grade student readers for one to two hour blocks once 

a month between 9-10, 10-11 or 12:30-1:30 at Pecan Springs Elementary near Ed Bluestein and Loyola.   

Contact Mary Reynolds to volunteer. Mary@thereynoldsclan.com 

Darrick Eugene and Mike Rollins  Introduction to new member Jill Holup 

Introduction to new member Mikail Davenport Mike Rollins, President Greater Austin  

Chamber of Commerce 
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S U P P O R T E R S  O F  T H E  R O T A R Y  R E M I N D E R  


