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Congressman Lamar Smith represents the 21st Congressional District in the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives. As a fifth generation Texan, Smith has maintained strong ties with the people he 

serves in Texas while taking an active role in achieving policy solutions for our country.  

He has left his imprint on public policy through a variety of leadership positions and by advanc-

ing dozens of pieces of legislation.  

He introduced and successfully advanced the passage of a 1996 immigration reform bill. This 

legislation was the most far-reaching reform of Americaôs immigration laws since the 1960s.  

For his work to remedy outdated provisions in our intellectual property laws, Smith has been 

named one of the nation's top "influencers and innovators" by Fast Company Magazine, which 

serves the technology industry.  

Because of his leadership in these areas, in 2007 Smith was selected by his House colleagues as 

the Ranking Republican Member of the Judiciary Committee. As the top Republican, he helps 

shape committee policy on crime, immigration, intellectual property, and constitutional issues. 

Smith also serves on both the Homeland Security Committee, which considers legislation involv-

ing the war on terror, and the Science and Technology Committee, which has jurisdiction over 

renewable energy policies, environmental research, and Americaôs space program.  

He is a former Chairman of the Ethics Committee and a former member of the Budget Commit-

tee. During his time on the Budget Committee, Congress achieved the first balanced budget in 

over twenty years and Smith established himself as a fiscal conservative focused on reining in 

federal spending. 

Smith is also a member of the House Republican Steering Committee, which is responsible for 

appointing members and chairmen of committees.   

He is a founding member of both the Media Fairness Caucus and the Reclaim American Jobs 

Caucus. 

A native of San Antonio, Congressman Smith graduated from Yale University and Southern 

Methodist University School of Law. Before his election to Congress, he practiced law, managed 

a family ranch and began his public service as a Texas state representative and Bexar County 

Commissioner. He and his wife, Beth, have a two adult children. 

The 21st Congressional District includes portions of Bexar and Travis Counties and all of Comal, 

Real, Kerr, Bandera, Kendall and Blanco Counties. The districtôs population is about 700,000. 

 

 

 

Congressman Lamar Smith 

21st Congressional District 

U.S. House of Representatives 

http://lamarsmith.house.gov/Issues/Issue/?IssueID=13997
http://lamarsmith.house.gov/Issues/Issue/?IssueID=14781
http://lamarsmith.house.gov/Issues/Issue/?IssueID=14781
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LAST WEEKôS PROGRAM 

JULY 27 

JIM KAIGHIM, President 

Young Menôs Business League 

Reporter: Reggie Nisbett 

 

The room was full of fellowship until 12:00 exactly, when Sara Pantin called the meeting to order, as 

President Bauer was not in attendance today. The song for the day was When Your Smiling, provided by Bruce 

Conover.   T Getterman led the group in the pledge and four way test. Richard Payton provided the invocation. Our 

greeter today was Robin Householder and her son and the ten guest and visitors where welcomed by Tracy Warren. 

 

Something new was on the agenda today. At first I thought I was listening to KLBJ in stereo, as I had looked away 

when Sara Pantin turned over the mike to Mark Caesar for a little bit of news we can all use.  It was a delightful re-

port and well done. Mark reported auto dealer Red McCombs will be a major investor in Austinôs new Formula One 

race track. The track will be located in southeast Travis County, east of 130 near Elroy. The State Controller says 

that tax payers will put 250 million dollars into the project over the next ten years. He also reported BP lost 17 bil-

lion dollars in the second quarter and it also named American Bob Dudley as its new CEO. Tony Hayward will 

leave in October. General Motors will sell the all electric Volt for $41,000.   Wow what a voice Mark has. You just 

should have been there. 

 

Sara continued with the announcements for the day.  She asked for our thoughts and prayers for Teresa, and her fa-

therôs healing. Also for member Brian Hall, who is suffering from Esophageal Cancer. 

Sara turned the mike over to immediate past President Bruce to bestow a Paul Harris Fellowship times seven to our 

good member Barry Curlee. 

 

The Thank Goodness basket was next on the agenda with Roger Williamson. The Thank Goodness basket is gather-

ing funds nicely. The Basket he said was doing double duty for Polio Plus as it was placed near the exit for those 

who would like to contribute. There were six today who reported interesting stories. 

We had more fellowship time at exactly 12:22 just as the agenda said and it ended at 12:27 just as the agenda said. 

This meeting was well run and right on time. The extra fellowship was welcome. 

 

Our speaker today was introduced by Matt Weinheimer who introduced his old friend Jim Kaighim; President of 

Young Menôs Business League. He has been a member of the Young Menôs Business League since 2003, which 

serves nearly 1000 high potential yet underserved children through their Austin Sunshine Camps, and he served on 

the YMBL Board of Directors since 2006. He reminded us that the YMBL and our on Rotary Club both started in 

1913. The first Sunshine Camp began in 1928. It is called the Sunshine Camp as it was originally intended to help 

children with Tuberculosis get outside and into the sun as it helped their condition. They still get the kids outside 

and sweating today to help them with obesity issues.  He explained they have a high profile partner in Red 

McCombs who helped to upgrade the Red McCombs Sunshine Camp facility on Lake Travis which got them out of 

the flood plain. YMBL serves 850 low income kids annually. He reported that 75 % are living below the poverty 

rate and 67% live in single parent homes. 

A very good time was had by all. Please join us next week to visit with Congressman Lamar Smith. 

V I S I T I N G  R O T A R I A N S  A N D  G U E S T  O F  M E M B E R S  
The following individuals honored us with their presence on the July 27 Rotary meeting: Trey Axe (Barry Curlee), 

Dee Dieterich-Shields (Jim Bushnell), Calvin Householder (Robyn Householder), Bill Koen (Elliot Silverstone), Jim 

Lord (Luma Jaffar), Courtney Mitchell (Jack Wolfe), Carl Carter (Jack Wolfe), Ron Finn, Charles Colley 

(Pflugerville), Rod Walline (West Austin).   
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J U L Y  2 7  P R O G R A M  P H O T O S  
 

E X T R E M E  R O T A R Y  Z I P L I N E  A D V E N T U R E  
Wimberley Zipline Adventure August 7.  Event coordinated by Extreme Rotary Committee. Please contact 

Michael Douglas if you are up for the challenge! 

 

Cell:724-244-2830 

Email: mjdextramet@att.net 

P R O S P E C T I V E  M E M B E R S  1 0  D AY  N O T I C E  

The Classification and Membership Committees and Board of Directors have approved the following candidates for membership.  

He will be cleared for membership if no written objections are received within ten (10) days from the date of this publication.   

            WILLIAM KOEN                                    MIKAIL DAVENPORT                                JILL HOLUP 

      Joe Koen & Son Jewelers                                    Disabled Not Unable                       Lowenberg Wealth Mgmt Group 

RETAILING-Jewelry, Precious Stones           COMPUTER-Software, Web Design    INVESTMENTS-Financial planning 

       Sponsor: Elliot Silverstone                                 Sponsor: Toby Hooper                            Sponsor: Jack Wolfe 

     

SARA PANTIN LEADING THE MEETING BARRY CURLEE RECEIVING HIS PHF+7 

MATT WEINHEIMER INTRODUCING GUEST SPEAKER JIM HAIGHIM, PRESIDENT OF YMBL 



            

R O TA R Y  C L U B  O F  A U S T I N :  3 0 4  E .  7 t h  S t r e e t .   A u s t i n ,  T X  7 8 7 0 1      

P h o n e :  5 1 2- 4 6 2-1333ǒ Fax: 512- 4 4 0-0073ǒ E- m a i l :  O f f i c e @ r o t a r y - austin.org ǒ 
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S U P P O R T E R S  O F  T H E  R O T A R Y  R E M I N D E R  


