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Mike Rollins 

President  
Greater Austin  

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Michael W. Rollins, CCE, became President and CEO of the Greater Austin Chamber in December, 2002, 

after a successful career leading Chambers of Commerce in Nashville TN, Asheville NC, Columbia SC, 

Fredericksburg VA and Hickory NC.   

During his tenure in Austin, Rollins has initiated Opportunity Austin, a five-year, five-county economic 

development initiative aimed at creating 72,000 jobs and a $14 billion boost to the economy.  Investment in 

Opportunity Austin, mainly by private business, totaled $14.4 million, more than triple the largest amount 

raised previously for an economic development program.  

In addition to an aggressive business attraction program, Opportunity Austin includes Portfolio Austin, a 

business retention and expansion initiative, and a focus on improving college readiness and work force 

preparedness for graduating high school seniors as well as increasing post secondary enrollment to 20,010 

by the year 2010. 

Rollins also created a small business program at the Greater Austin Chamber, which hosts more than 26 

seminars, workshops, issues forums and focus groups each year, most of them free to low cost for small 

business members.  These events, which emphasize business solutions and innovative management prac-

tices, are attended by several thousand members each year. 

Another Rollins initiative increased the Chamberôs role in local government when business issues are on the 

agenda.  This initiative has involved work on such issues as development and permitting policy, city and 

county budgets and increasing the number of voters in local elections. 

During the past six years, membership in the Greater Austin Chamber has increased by nearly 50% to ap-

proximately 2,300 businesses and organizations. 

Prior to coming to Austin, Rollins was President and CEO of the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce 

from 1990 to 2002.  In Nashville, Rollins led an $18 million organization serving 4,400 business members 

and developed economic and community development strategies that resulted in the attraction of more than 

160 companies and the creation of approximately 190,000 new jobs.   While there, he increased the Cham-

berôs operating revenues from $3.5 million to more than $18 million and raised more than $20 million from 

the private sector to fund economic and community development strategies. 

Rollins earned a bachelorôs degree in psychology and management from the University of South Carolina 

and is a Certified Chamber Executive (CCE). 
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LAST WEEKôS PROGRAM 
 

AUGUST 17 PROGRAM 

DELOSS DODDS 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR, UT AUSTIN 

REPORTER: REGGIE NISBETT 

 

Attendance was high today. A testament to the quality of programs we have at the downtown Rotary. The full room was brought to order by 

President Meade at noon. The song was next from Bruce Conover. No surprise here; ñThe Eyes of Texasò.  The pledge and four way test was 

lead by Jack Nash. The invocation was offered by Doug Brown.  We had many guests and visitors today. There were 18 total. Six of them 

guests of Barry Curlee alone. They were introduced by Matt Weinheimer. 

 

Announcements were made by the following members.  Julia Benkoski, the co chair for Camp Enterprises reminds us they need volunteers for 

the event, especially women counselors. February 18-20 is not that far away.  Matt Weinheimer made a presentation for Group Study Ex-

change for next year. Looking for candidates for a free month visit to Western Australia on Rotary. Time frame now is March 11- April 11. 

Age range is 25-40 with 2 years or more into their career. They say they speak the same language there. Pam Bratton is creative today. She is 

determined to get us all as friends on the Rotary Facebook page. She knows the way to a Rotarians heart is through their wine glass and she 

had a bottle to prove it. She collected business cards from those that are Facebook friends already and drew for the bottle of fine wine.  The 

Texas Mamma Jamma Peddling Past Breast Cancer has a Rotary Team for the race on Sept 25. Join Austin Rotary Riders to help raise money, 

get with Lisa for more information. 

 

The next item on the agenda was òNews You Can Useò from the commanding voice of our own Mark Caeser.  He even had some good news: 

Industrial production rose one percent in July, Wal-Mart second quarter profit rose 3.6 percent.  A man with a rifle shooting up the McKinney 

Police Station got quick and final justice from officers. No one else was injured. Things in Denmark are tightening up. Denmark is cutting 

unemployment benefits. Currently four years, now to be only two. If Mark reports it, it has to be true. 

We had a new member introduction today by Elliot Silverstone. Welcome Bill Koen, fourth generation owner of in the 127 year old family 

jewelry business, Joe Koen & Sons Jewelers. 

 

There was no time for extra fellowship this meeting as sports was the buzz of the meeting. Past President Lee Yeakel made the introduction of 

our famous speaker for today. Lee has a long history with our speaker Deloss Dodds, Athletic Director, UT Austin.  The Riley Flash, from 

Riley Kansas.  Deloss knows all the answers and history of collegiate sports in the United States. I have to admit some if it is too complicated 

for me to report on. If you read his bio in last weekôs report you got most of his presentation. The accomplishments are many. A few that I 

jotted down: He is married 53 years. He has the best job in America when they winning. He didnôt elaborate how it is when they donôt since it 

doesnôt happen often.  The Aggies made themselves known in the room, but Deloss did ask if they were there. He works with 500 kids and 

gets to watch them develop. They have a grade point average of 3.02. He told a good story about Tom Kite when he was at UT. They are 

working on running their own Television Network soon.  We had some great Q&A and learned the budget for Womenôs Athletics is 30 million 

dollars and donôt look for a playoff system anytime soon.   A great time was had by all. I hope you got to be there. 

S O C I A L  C I R C L E  U P D A T E  

September 21st ï Rotary Business Networking (5-7) ï BJôs Brewhouse (sponsor-Vicky Lindsey) 

October 15th ï Rotary Champagne Tasting (Jack & Cathy Cartwrightôs home) 

December 7th ï Rotary Holiday Party ï UT Club (sponsor ï Gigi Bryant) 

G U E S T S  A N D  V I S I T I N G  R O T A R I A N S  

The following guests and visiting Rotarians honored us with their presence on August 17: Doug Howard (Barry Cur-

lee), Jeff Chance (Barry Curlee), James Fossen & Lisa Redden, William Brunton & Marih Hotter (Barry Curlee), 

Chuck Denman (Steve Hake), Jeffrey Richard (Richard Payton), Ron Finn (Louis Aven), Doug Waryas (Don Ray 

George), Trey Axe (Barry Curlee), Joe Krupp (Elliot Silverstone), Carole Reynolds  (Mary Reynolds), Doug Hearne 

(Jack Wolfe), Joyce Smith (N. Austin).  
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A U G U S T  1 0  P R O G R A M  P H O T O S  
 

R O T A R Y  F Y I  
1.  Did you know we are on FaceBook?.   

       Yes, the Rotary Club of Austin has a FaceBook group page and we would love you to 

       be come a fan or a friend.  Please  login to your facebook account (If you donôt have  

        one, this would be a great time to start!) and find us by: Rotary Austin.  Some     

        members have already received an invitation to the page, please let us know if you  

        are on FaceBook to send one to you as well.   

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R  

MIKAIL DAVENPORT 

A 62-year old native Texan who contracted polio at age two. After numerous reconstructive surgeries, he was 

able to walk unaided until age 40, when post-polio syndrome forced him back into daily wheelchair usage. He 

is an ordained interfaith minister and provides spiritual direction for Texas prison inmates. 

In 2004, he founded ñDisabled, Not Unableò, an educational organization that assists persons with disabilities 

to fully develop their physical, mental, and spiritual conditioning to the utmost of their ability. He supports the 

organization through his website design and consulting business. His community involvement includes volun-

teer advocacy work with the Coalition of Texans with Disabilities and as Treasurer for Austin Interfaith Arts 

and Music Festival. 

In 2007, he handcycled 750 miles across Texas from El Paso to Beaumont, self-contained and with no support 

to raise awareness of the diverse issues of Texans with disabilities before the 80th Texas Legislature. The 

Academy Award nominated film, ñThe Final Inchò, documents his efforts to help eradicate polio in the world. 

JILL HOLUP 

Jill Holup is the Director of Investments for Lowenberg Wealth Management Group (ñLWMGò) in Austin, 

Texas.  She has been with LWMG since moving to Austin with her family in 2009 and is a partner in the firm.  

The firm takes a holistic approach to wealth management and specializes in the combination of philanthropic 

giving with tax planning and wealth preservation.   

Prior to joining LWMG, Jill was a co-founder and co-Chief Investment Officer for the RMH Group, a wealth 

management firm in Tucson, Arizona.  She also has over 20 years of experience in institutional portfolio man-

agement, including with John McStay Investment Counsel in Dallas, Texas, where she co-managed $1 billion 

in mutual fund and separate account assets.  Jill has earned the Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) designation 

along with an MBA from the Haas School of Business at the University of California, Berkeley.  Jill gradu-

ated from the University of Texas ï El Paso with a BBA in Finance. 

Jill has served as a Board member for the Volunteer Center of Southern Arizona, the Tucson CFA Society, 

and other organizations.  Jill enjoys spending time with her family, husband Tod and son Riley, age 6, as well 

as horses, reading and sports. 

http://www.disabled-not-unable.org/
http://www.disabled-not-unable.org/business.htm
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