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Deloss Dodds 

UT Austin Athletic Director 

 

In his backyard, near Austin's temperamental and rocky greenbelt, DeLoss Dodds has cultivated a lush expanse of greens 
and flowering blooms. Landscaping is a hobby -- Dodds grew it all with his hands. 

He's done something similar with the Texas Longhorns. 

 
Since Dodds became the school's ninth athletics director in the fall of 1981, The University of Texas Men's Athletics pro-

gram has enjoyed some of its most dynamic times. During his tenure, the Longhorns have claimed 13 National Champion-

ships and 101 conference (Southwest and Big 12) titles in nine different sports.  
Football's run to the BCS National Championship during the 2005-06 season highlights, arguably, one of the most success-

ful periods in UT Athletics history. The Longhorns' fourth national title underscores a decade of excellence that features at 

least 10 victories in each of the past nine seasons, five straight bowl victories and two appearances in the national title 
game in the past five years.  

Additionally, Basketball is in the midst of a school-record 13 consecutive trips to the NCAA Tournament, with Sweet 16 

appearances in five of the past eight years, and two Elite Eight appearances in the past four years. Baseball has advanced to 
the NCAA Men's College World Series six times in the last 10 years, winning the national championship in 2002 and 

2005. 

"If I have to say what I'm proudest of, one thing has to absolutely be the people," Dodds says.  
Dodds is a consummate family man, who spends summers vacationing and golfing with his kids and grandkids, and that 

feeling comes through in the offices of Bellmont Hall, the UT Athletics headquarters. Dodds has coaches' and staff mem-

bers' birthdays plugged into his Blackberry. 
"It's about how you treat people," Dodds says. "We are a family. We depend on each other. And for everyone here, in good 

times and bad times, I want them to know that I'm going to be the one standing right there behind them." 

Dodds' goal from the beginning was state-of-the-art -- to be the best, Texas needed the best. Over the past two decades, 
Dodds and the Longhorns have used $380 million to renovate or build facilities.  

The most recent renovations include the more than $200 million project to upgrade Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Sta-

dium. With the new Red McCombs Red Zone on the stadium's north end and an expanded south end zone seating area, 
stadium capacity is now more than 100,000. The Red McCombs Red Zone includes a 20,000 square foot academic center, 

47 suites, 1,988 club seats and 2,200 chair back seats, plus a food court and executive meeting space.  

This project also includes south end zone construction that added bleachers, a new football academic center and expanded 
training and medical facilities. The natural grass playing surface was also removed in favor of the more durable FieldTurf.  

UFCU Disch-Falk Field, home to the championship baseball team, recently received a $27.3 million refurbishment that 

features 19 suites, a player development area and new FieldTurf. Faithful Texas fans also enjoy an expanded concourse, 
more concession areas and rest rooms.  

Dodds, who oversees a $130 million athletics budget, guided the creation of The Longhorn Foundation, the department's 

official fundraising leg. Before the Foundation was started, approximately $250,000 was raised annually by various UT 

booster clubs. In just its first year, The Longhorn Foundation raised more than $1 million.  

In the 26-year history of the Foundation, which now boasts 13,000-plus donors, more than $293 million has been raised for 

student-athlete scholarships, academic services, sports medicine, facilities and all other facets of UT Athletics. 
Dodds was honored with the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame's John L. Toner Award in December 

2006 for demonstrating superior administrative abilities and showing outstanding dedication to college athletics, particu-
larly college football. This came one year after Dodds was named the Street & Smith's Sports Business Journal National 

Athletic Director of the Year. 

In February 2007, Dodds was inducted into the Texas Sports Hall of Fame.  
In December of 2006, Dodds was inducted into the U.S. Track Coaches Hall of Fame for his accomplishments with the 

Wildcats. Dodds was also inducted into the Drake Relays Coaches Hall of Fame in 1989 and the Kansas State Athletic 

Hall of Fame in 1995. 
Dodds and his wife, Mary Ann, have three children -- Doug, Deidre and Debra -- and eight grandchildren. 
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Patsy Wood Martin 

I Live Here, I Give Here 
President Meade brought the meeting to order at noon. The room was full on this hot summer day.  Bruce Conover brought us the song today. He chose 

ñSide by Sideò.  Next was the pledge and Four Way Test lead by Reggie Nisbett, who forgot about the Texas pledge. Thanks to President Meade for 

covering for me.  The invocation was offered by Joe Basham. Our greeter today was Bill Parrott and the guest and visitors were introduced by Todd 

Smith. There were eight visitors today. 

Announcements by President Meade were as follows: 

 The Extreme Rotary event occurred recently in Wimberley. It was a Zip Line course. What will they think of next for the daring Rotarians?  Swinging 

from trapezes next? 

Please keep Brian Hall in your prayers as he continues to battle cancer. 

Allison Allen reminded the group that the Rotary Club of Austin has a FaceBook group page and we would love you to become a fan or friend.  In 

addition you can follow us on Twitter. 

Another famous voice brought us ñNews You Can Useò provided by Voice Over Artist, Mike Lucas. You just should have been there. Like the voice 

of authority.  (Mangia, Mangia) 

 

We had a very special presentation made today by James Wendlandt. James represents Northwestern Mutual. He explained that Northwestern has a 

foundation that over the years has given away $4 million dollars to nonprofits that have applied. James went to bat for Rotary and Camp Enterprises 

and made application for one of their grants. He hit a home run and brought in $10,000.00!!! Thanks James. 

President Meade once again allowed for more fellowship time in the middle of the meeting at 12:10. It was enjoyed by all. 

At precisely 12:20 the bell was struck. It was time for our speaker. Member Dick Williams did the honors and introduced our distinguished guest; 

Patsy Woods Martin. She is the founder and executive director of ñI Live Here, I Give Hereò, the Central Texas Campaign for Philanthropy. She gave 

us a very informative report on the status of philanthropy in Austin. She said frankly itôs not very good, and went on to explain the reasons why. To the 

surprise of many I suspect, she reported that Austin in 2003 was ranked 58th out of 60 of the largest cities for the percentage of disposable income 

given to Charity.  Part of why, she explained is that before about 30 years ago there was not all that much wealth in Austin. Many other cities had an 

early head start. For instance in Detroit in 1929 there was the first soup kitchen.  New York is second on the list with evidence of philanthropy as far 

back as the 1700ôs. In 1913 the Rockefeller Foundation was created. The number three city was Ft Worth giving 10.9% of disposable income to philan-

thropic causes. Not until 1964 did an Austin company have its first public offering.  It was Tracor. She gave us several good guidelines as to how to 

evaluate our own charitable giving. Such as; how much do you give? Do you know how much give? Where do you want to make an impact? What do 

you want to be known for?  Make a plan. We had a lengthy Q&A session whit a lot of good questions that further explained the meaning of philan-

thropy and its related descriptions of Fundraising and Donors. 

 Here is what Wikipedia has to say. 

Philanthropy  is the effort or inclination to increase the well-being of mankind, as by charitable aid or donations. It is generally agreed that the word 

was coined 2500 years ago in ancient Greece by the playwright Aeschylus, or whoever else wrote Prometheus Bound (line 11). There the author told as 

a myth how the primitive creatures that were created to be human, at first had no knowledge, skills, or culture of any kindðso they lived in caves, in 

the dark, in constant fear for their lives. Zeus, the tyrannical king of the gods, decided to destroy them, but Prometheus, a Titan whose name meant 

ñforethought,ò out of his "philanthropos tropos" or ñhumanity-loving characterò gave them two empowering, life-enhancing, gifts: fire, symbolizing all 

knowledge, skills, technology, arts, and science; and ñblind hopeò or optimism. The two went togetherðwith fire, humans could be optimistic; with 

optimism, they could use fire constructively, to improve the human condition 

You learn something new at each meeting of Rotary. Spread the word. Be a philanthropist. 

L I T E R A C Y  C O M M I T T E E  N E E D S  H E L P  
Literacy Committee for 2010-2011 needs volunteers 

Possible Literacy duties: 

*Volunteers to hand out books and read to children three times a year during school hours (dates to be announced)with the RIF program in 

AISD schools connected with BookSpring(Reach out & Read) 

*Volunteers to listen to first graders read out loud anytime during school hours at an East Austin school. As little as once a month or once a 

week depending on your availability. 

*Volunteers to set up book drives at local businesses and collect books after the drive. 

*Volunteers to deliver books to clinics located throughout the city on a bi monthly or monthly basis. 

*Volunteers with ACCESS program knowledge that would have time to log in books at the Book Spring office during business hours M-F. 

Contact Mary Reynolds 512-415-6345 or mary@thereynoldsclan.com 

 

Early Act First Knight Committee 2010-2011 (Dawson Elementary) needs volunteers! 

*Volunteers to work with teachers and staff to implement this program at Dawson 

*Volunteers to help with award ceremonies and Knighting events during the school year. Times during school hours but dates to be an-

nounced. 

*Volunteers to work with the older grades at Dawson to establish a Rotary service club after school and do service projects in the community 

Contact Mary Reynolds 512-415-6345 or mary@thereynoldsclan.com 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeschylus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prometheus_Bound
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A M B A S S A D O R I A L  S C H O L A R  U P D A T E  
This is a true story of an amazing afternoon that unfolded last Tuesday afternoon in San Jose, Costa Rica, in which we gifted the first round of Cuéntame Project (Tell me 

in english) recordings, books, and Mp3 players to 12 children whose mothers are currently incarcerated.  What started as just an idea that I shared with a friend on a car 

ride to a waterfall a little over a year ago will now be an official program offered by Seeds of Love, an organization offering psychological services to children of incarcer-
ated parents in Costa Rica.  This story and more information can now be found on the beautiful new website:  www.cuentamecostarica.com, where you find out more info 

about the project and donate easily online!  A special thanks to all those who donated their time and energy to get this project rolling, and with continued support I will be 

gearing up to repeat the entire process.  For now, keep reading, to see how it all went down... 

All the children are squirming restlessly in their seats, well aware of the fact that they were invited here because we have a present for them. They just have no idea what it 

could be, nor do they have no idea who I am, as I am not one of the psychologists they see when they come in for therapy at Seeds of Love. However, I feel like I already 

know each and every one of them. I have heard all about them for months, sitting next to their mothers in the Good Sheppard Prison, listening to the stories they tell me 

while we work on the recordings for the Cuéntame Project. Most of the children that are here today now live with their grandmother. She is the one who brings them in for 

therapy and who has brought them here this afternoon to pick up the surprise. One glance at the group and the tears begin to well up. All of them, these children as much as 
the women in prison, look exactly like their mothers. 

 

Some of the children were home when the police came to arrest their mom and took her to jail; others simply came home to find she was gone, and wonôt be back for a 

long time. Some of the kids know where she is and have been able to go for a few visits, others no. Some of them are hoping that their mom might be released this year; 

others have another 15 years to wait. One thing rings true for all of them: They miss their mom. A lot. 

Each woman in the prison receives four ten-minute blocks of phone time each day at predetermined hours. An example of a typical call schedule would be: 7:40 a.m., 

10:50 a.m., 2:40 p.m., and 8:20 p.m., with ten minutes at each of these times to make and receive phone calls, period. Between school, other activities or the lack of a 

phone in the house where they are staying, it can be complicated to connect even once a day. Plus, as we all know from talking on the phone, ten minutes can go by really 
quickly, especially if there is more than one person to catch up with. 

Jeannette, on of the psychologists and founders of Seeds of Love, introduces me as, ña good friend of ours, who also has spent a lot of time talking to your momsò, which 

sparks their curiosity. The shyness starts to melt away. I ask them, ñWhat would you say if I told you that with the surprise that we have for you, you could hear your 

momôs voice five times a day?ò Eyes brighten and twenty-four little hands shoot up in the air, the room suddenly full of little voices screeching, ñMe! Me! I want that! I 

really miss my momò. 

 

ñWhat could this surprise be?ò I ask them, ñSomething that you could use to listen your momôs voice ten times a day if you want to?ò Twelve little faces scrunch up, think-
ing. ñA telephone?ò one boy suggests, scratching his head. ñHmmméit is not a phone,ò I reply. ñWhat else could it be?ò We play the guessing game for a few more min-

utes and then pass out the presents. On the count of three, chaos unleashes, as they begin ripping off the wrapping paper, tearing the plastic off the books and taking Mp3 

players and cords out of its packaging. 

Now comes the difficult part: recapturing their attention so we can show them the real surprise, what is actually on the mp3 player. I have drawn up a little diagram of the 

mp3 player with instructions, and while Jeannette is explaining step by step how to connect the headphones and move from one track to the next, the other volunteers and I 

are walking around the room, helping them get set up. 

Within a matter of seconds, the room is silent. They all have their headphones on, listening. Their faces light up when they realize it is their mom they are listening to. 

Over the past few months I have listened to the recordings so many times that I practically have each one memorized. Although the room is quiet, I feel like I am listening 
with them, as the words of their mother are running through my head.ñHello my loveédo you know who this is? Yes, itôs your mom. I want to read a story with you, so 

that it the moments you feel sad or really miss me, we can be togetheréò 

 

Pretty soon, the tears start flowing, as the brothers, sisters, and grandmothers all take turns listening to the recordings. No one is really paying attention to the books at this 

point. They just want to hear their momôs voice, hear how much she loves them and misses them. I know it is not the recording that is making them cry. They are crying 

because they miss this person. One of the grandmothers has tears in her eyes and says softly to me, ñEven I like to listen to it, hearing her voice. That's mydaughter, you 

know?ò 
After a while, we bring everyone sandwiches, juice boxes, and cookies, which lightens the mood. The children start running around and their grandmothers and other fam-

ily members start getting ready to go. One of the little girls comes up to me and taps my leg, beckoning me down. I bend down on one knee, so we are eye to eye. She puts 

her arms around my neck and whispers in my ear, ñI am going to listen to my mom every day in my room.ò 

As everyone is leaving, one little boy stops suddenly, turns around and runs up to me. He is wearing the mp3 player around his neck and a very concerned look on his face. 

He leans in and says, ñAnd you are sure that this is for me, to take home?ò ñIt sure is.ò I reply. ñAnd I can really listen to it whenever I want?ò he asks. I nod my head. He 

gives me a big smile, clutching the black bag dangling from his neck. ñDonôt forget to call your mom and tell her thank you, alright?ò I remind him. He nods furiously and 

runs out the door. 

 
One of the grandmothers comes up to me and says, ñI just want  to say  that the work that you all are doing, with the Cúentame project and at Seeds of Love, well, it means 

a lot to me.  To us. There is so much about the prison system that people donôt see or think aboutélike what it is like to have someone you love on the inside, what hap-

pens to your family. Society forgets about them and it forgets about us too. So thank you, for helping us, you know, not feel so forgotten.ò I hug her for a long time. 

As I am riding the bus home, my head resting against the window, tears rolling down my cheeks.  I don't know if they are happy tears or sad tears.  It feels like a little bit of 

both and a million other feelings at the same time.  Iôm thinking about the hours that we worked on the project, all of the people that sent money to make it possible, that 

donated recording equipment, the friends that donated their time to edit the files, all that has happened up until this point so that tonight, maybe for the first time since their 

mom went to prison, their momôs voice might be the last thing these kids hear before falling asleep. I know that this project wonôt magically make their lives any easier. 

All of them ï the children, the women, their families - their lives are complicated, and will continue to be so. However, I do hope that maybe for today, their lives will feel 

a little less so. Even that is enough for me to know that it was all worth the effort, and that we should do it again. 

 

You can find more information about the Cuéntame Project and even donate online on our beautiful new website that is up and running in English and will be up 
and running in Spanish shortly at www.cuentamecostarica.com!!!  If you like what I am doing and think other people might like to hear about it, please feel free 

to pass this email and all of my information along! 
 

Big hugs from Costa Rica!  

  
Life is beautiful,  

  

Sarah Rarick 
Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar 

Graduate Student in Family Violence and Gender Studies  

San Jose, Costa Rica 
  

  

http://www.cuentamecostarica.com
http://www.cuentamecostarica.com
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R O T A R Y  F Y I  

1.  Did you know we are on FaceBook?.   

       Yes, the Rotary Club of Austin has a FaceBook group page and we would love you to 

       be come a fan or a friend.  Please  login to your facebook account (If you donôt have  

        one, this would be a great time to start!) and find us by: Rotary Austin.  Some     

        members have already received an invitation to the page, please let us know if you  

        are on FaceBook to send one to you as well.   

Bill Parrott announcing fundraiser for Brian Hall James Wendlandt presenting $10,000 gift from Northwest-

ern Mutual made to benefit Camp Enterprise 

Dick Williams introducing speaker Patsy Woods Martin Patsy Woods Martin, I live Here, I Give Here 

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R  

WILLIAM (BILL) KOEN  

Bill is a born and raised Austinite, and is the fourth generation owner in the 127 year old family jewelry business, Joe Koen 
& Son Jewelers.  He is  proud to be a third generation member in the Austin Rotary Club.    

 

Bill received his Bachelors Degree from the University of Texas in 1986.  While on campus, he was an officer of Zeta Beta 
Tau Fraternity, and the University of Texas Silver Spurs.  In 1987, Bill received his Graduate Gemologist Degree from the 

Gemological Institute of America.  He is a former member of the Bachelors of Austin, The Seton Forum, and The Lady Bird 

Johnson National Wildflower Center Steering Committee.   
 

Bill served on the Board of Directors of the Texas Jewelers Association from 1998-2005, and served as its President from 

2002-2004.  Since 2006, Bill has served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Jewelers of America, the approximate 
11,000 store national trade association for retail jewelers.   

Bill is married with two children, and three step-children. 
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